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A COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF THE HAN
STYLE OF IRON SWORD

by
Zhong Shaoyi

The Han style of iron sword means the iron sword prevailing in the Central Plains
during the Western and Eastern Han periods. In the present paper. it is systematically
studied in six aspects on the basis of substantial archaeological finds.

1) The replacement of the bronze sword by the iron one in the Central Plains. The iron
sword of the Central Plains took its rise in the late Western Zhou, made its initial
development in the Eastern Zhou, came into prevalence in the Western Han, and thoroughly
replaced the bronze sword in the Eastern Han.

2) The classification of the Han style of iron sword. According to the shapes of its blade
and tang, it can be divided into three types, with Type A comprising three subtypes and
Type C two subtypes.

3) Attachments of the Han style of iron sword. These include the pommel, guard and
handle, all of which are detailed and reconstructed.

4) The origin of the Han style of iron sword. Analyses are made on its relations with
the bronze sword and iron one of the Eastern Zhou and Qin periods and on its inheritance of

and creation upon the tradition.
5) The making techniques of the Han style of iron sword. Its ordinary and advanced,

outstanding making techniques are studied in the light of the results of the tests made by

historians of metallugy on the texture of iron swords.
6) The use of the Han style of iron sword. There is a research mainly into its use in the

war, and also in social life, with related social customs discussed additionally.
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